
This article was inspired by a photo brought to the February, 2025 Family Day 

event held at Richmond's Main Library. The Richmond Heritage Commission, 

supported by invited volunteers from the Richmond Archives, set up a display 

for this event. It was in the materials within the display that I came across a 

photo showing the 1946 Girls Grass Hockey Team from Richmond High School. 

When I saw this photo I was surprised, delighted and very intrigued! The game 

of field hockey, called grass hockey at that period of time, was an important 

part of Richmond's school sports program much, much, much earlier than I 

had thought! 

I mentioned that I was surprised, delighted and intrigued to discover this 

photo, but, additionally, I was motivated to learn when and where this game 

began to be played in Richmond. 

I think the motivation to try and uncover the Where, the When, the Ebb, the 

Flow of the development of this wonderful, lifetime sport, field hockey, rose to 

the fore from the deep gratitude I have for being able to be so involved for 

most of my life. I have had an amazing playing career, a wonderful teaching 

career, a lifetime joy of reading widely, lots of personal support and an 

opportunity to give back over the past half-century as a player, coach, umpire, 

administrator, builder and now a writer involved with the development of field 

hockey for men, women, boys, girls living in Richmond, B.C. Now, I am a 

Member and Director of the Friends Of The Richmond Archives. 

The records consulted at the City of Richmond Archives to research and write 

this article included: school annuals/yearbooks, school newsletters, oral history 

recordings, newspapers, my personal Memoir and papers and papers related to 

the development of the Richmond Field Hockey Club. The support of Archives 

Staff and fellow Directors has been wonderful!! 

John McBryde, in his wonderfully informative Master of Physical Education 

Thesis presented in 1986 at the University of British Columbia, titled: " The 

Bipartite Development of Men's and Women's Field Hockey in Canada in the 

Context of Separate International Hockey Federations", begins with a short 

description of the " Modernization of the Game of Hockey". The description 

states:" During the nineteenth century in England, largely as a consequence of 

several important social developments which took place at that time, sport was 

transformed from the various traditional folk pastimes and recreations to the 

modern focus of organized activities played around the world today. Hockey 

was one of the games which underwent this process." 
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As I try and revea l the beg innings of grass/field hockey in Richmond I am going 
to refer to the game as either 'grass hockey' or 'field hockey'. Early references also 
describe the game as 'ground hockey'. We live in Canada, where the word 

'hockey' is associated immediately w ith 'ice hockey,' but for purposes here the 
wording w il l be grass hockey or fie ld hockey. 

An early reference to grass hockey being played in Richmond was found in the 
notes of a taped interview the Archives has in their library of resources, w ith Mr. 

George Fentiman from February 23, 7972. The interview is a fascinating 

descr iption of the process of development of Richmond in the first third of the 
twentieth century. One comment from Mr. Fenti man relevant to this article is" ... 

young people enjoyed grass hockey, lacrosse, loca l dances ... " 

This reveals that grass hockey was known and p layed by young people in 
Richmond in the first years of the twentieth century as an enjoyable 
pastime. The Vancouver Men's Fie ld Hockey Club was formed in 7895. The 

Vancouver Women's Club was formed in 7896. In the season,7902-03, a g irls grass 
hockey team from Vancouver H igh School, a school that in 7970 was renamed 
King Edward High School, was formed. Grass hockey for men, women and 

schoolg irls continued to develop throughout the Greater Vancouver area and on 
Vancouver Island, at this period of t ime. Notably, the growth in sport, general ly, 

throughout the Vancouver school system led in 7975 to the formation of the 
Vancouver Inter-High School Ath letic Association to oversee that growth. During 
the 7978-79 academic year, the world was gripped by an inf luenza epidemic that 

resulted in the cessation of o rgan ized g rass hockey for a t ime. 

The in it ia l development of grass hockey throughout the world is described as 

being mostly separate for men and women. It was in January, 7927 that the 
International Federation of Women's Hockey Associations, ( I.F.W.H.A.) was 

formed. 'The aims of the new Federation included to work for u niform ity of ru les; 
to promote internationa l matches and, perhaps even more signif icantly, to 
further the best interests of the game among women of al l nations." This was a 

women's organization. Men's Associations were den ied membersh ip. Al l officers 

must be women. The first conference of the I.F.W.H.A was held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, in 7930." 

One feature of women's hockey which endured for over a half centu ry was the 

staging of regu lar conferences that included a tournament in which al l women's 
(grass) hockey-playing countries were invited to partic ipate." 
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The conferences were to be held every three years. " Every member country 

was welcome to enter a team in the Tournament and invited to send a 
delegate to the conference. One of the functions of the host country was to 

arrange for each of the v isiting teams, a tour that included matches, not on ly 
w ith in the host country itself, but also w ith I.F.W.H.A. countries of the v isit ing 
team." A un ique inclusive spirit was created. 

Readers may be wondering why the wom en formed t he ir own internationa l 
association and pointedly denied men's involvement. The Hockey (G rass) 

Association, HA, was formed January 18, 1886. This was a men's association. 
However," ... in England, women began to p lay (grass) hockey in a formal way 

during the 1880s and early 1890s." Ire land was also establishing the game in a 
more form al manner as were Wa les and Scotland. Consequently, t he ladies, in 
1895, made applicat ion to affiliate w ith t he Hockey Association. The Hockey 

Association's rep ly stated: " ... the Hockey Association has been formed entirely 
in the interests of men's clubs, ... " The ladies were rebuffed, hence, t he princip le 
of denial of men being mem bers and a d irection that was based on 

inclusiveness. 

I believe t he developm ent of grass hockey in Richmond grew primarily 
through the inclusion of the game in Ric hmond High School's inter-school 
sport program 

I'd like to present what I believe was the g round work that e nabled enabled a 
g ir ls g rass hockey team to be formed in Richmond . In 1915, the Vancouver High 

Schools recognized the growth of inter-school spo rt and to oversee t hat 
growth t he Vancouver Inter-H igh School Ath letic Association was form ed. In 

the 1920s, g irls inter-school g rass hockey began to re-bu ild the growth of t he 
game that had been established in t he decade before the outbreak of WWl. 
Several new schools in the g reater Vancouver region created teams and in 1919-

1920 t he Main land Championsh ip for h igh school g ir ls grass hockey resu med. 
The formation of the International Federatio n of Wom en's Hockey Associations, 
in 1927 and its inclusive ph i losophy p layed an im portant ro le. That was 

demonstrated ... "As early as 1929-30," ... the f irst season of formal women's 
Main land League f ixtu res, ... " a representative team was chosen from t he 

Women's Association to p lay a team selected f rom the schools."When 
Richmond Hig h School opened its doors in 1927 the ground work to form its 
first Girls H ig h School Grass Hockey Team was well established. There was a lot 

of support for these young p layers, their coach and their school to partic ipate 
in the Vancouver H igh School Gir ls Grass Hockey League. 
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A key f igure in the formation of the Richmond High's Girls Grass Hockey Team 
was very li kely, the school Principal, Mr. A .R MacNeill. I am going to present my 
thoughts beh ind my comment about his support being very likely, a little later in 

this article. 

Miss Musgrave and the 1929 Girls' Grass Hockey Team 

Richmond Archives [1929) -1929 Grass Hockey Team - Richmond High 

It was, in 1929, at Richmond High School that , I believe, the f irst o rgan ized 

grass/fie ld hockey team was formed in Richmond. On page 2 in the book, 
"Memories of The Cambie Gym", by Gerald ine Wray, there is a team picture of the 

f irst Richmond High Girls Grass Hockey Team that includes 11 p layers and their 
Coach, M iss Jean Musgrave. The p layers are wea ring a dark V-neck trimmed in 
white,jersey, w ith a large, wh ite capital-lettered" R "on the front. Little, at this 
t ime, is known exactly about the school's Richmond High School p layed against 

and where they p layed but I can say w ith certa inty that it would have been 
Vancouver area High Schools. I do not believe they played any of their games in 

Richmond but must have found a su itable area on the school grounds to p ractice 
basic skills, learn about posit ional and game p lay and rules of the game. It would 
have been an excit ing experience. 
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To p lay in Vancouver, the team would have ridden the B.C. Electric Railway Co. 

Interurban Line that ran from downtown Vancouver to Steveston, on Lu lu Island. 
The Streetcar system was quite well developed in Vancouver throughout the 

1930s, 40s and sos so travelling to games in Vancouver from Richmond would 
have been very workable. 

In a compilation book, t itled "School Yard Memories", devoted to history related 
to Richmond's development over the past one h u ndred-fifty yea rs, there is an 
interesting entry which supports the use of the Interurban by Richmond High 

School students. That entry follows: 

"Transportation-Interurban Tram 
One means of transportation that students at Richmond High utilized 

in the l930-40s was the interu rban tram. The station closest to the 

school was Cambie. Each day at 3:30pm students were l ined u p at 
the school and paraded to the station. The teachers superv ised 'the parade." 

Richmond Archives - Interurban Tram 

The Richmond High School's student body produced a newsletter t hat was 

called, 'The Etud iant". It has been a wonderfu l source of information about the 
ebb and flow of grass hockey in these early yea rs of the game in Richmond. 

The name of the newsletter is interesting in t hat it is the French word for 
"Stud ent". It is a lso worthy to note that the w idely varied content of t he 
newsletter reveals the student body to have been very actively involved in 

school life. 
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The Etud iant, of the years, 1933 through 1938 does not mention the formation of 
grass hockey teams at Richmond High. In Decem ber, 1935 and again in 

Decem ber, 1936 grass hockey is mentioned but nothing beyond that. It was in 
the Novem ber, 1938, issue that a posit ive development for the growth of grass 

hockey was written. A p laying f ie ld was being constructed for the school and " 
the fie ld has been sectioned off into three p laying g rounds one of which is given 
to grass hockey". 

I wou ld like to expand a little about the philosophy beh ind the construct ion of 
the p laying f ields at Richm ond High School. The construction of the p laying 

f ields reflect a ph ilosophy held by Richmond High's Principal Mr. A.R MacNeill. 
Mr. MacNeill became Principal in September,1928, the second year of the school's 

open ing. M iss LE.Clemens was the Principal who guided the school through its 
in it ia l school year 1927-1928. M r.Allan Roy MacNeill remained as Principa l for the 
next thirty-one years. A remarkable contri bution of t im e, over w h ich, I believe, he 

demonstrated h imself to be, a very, very thoughtfu l person. 

H is son A.C.MacNeill expressed h is father's thoughts about extracurricu lar 

activ it ies in a brief h istory of h is Dad, in May,1994 then updated the b rief h istory in 
April, 2003. What follows is a section re levant to the topic of th is article. 

He, A.R.MacNeill, had an active interest in H igh School Sports. In the late 1930s he 
spearheaded the idea to make school facilit ies ava ilable for students 

extracurricular activ ities. This was a forerunner of a w idely accepted practice 
today. He felt that students would be better using t he school gymnasiu m for an 
evening than stand ing around on the street corners of Marpole o r Steveston. Th is 

innovative use of public facilit ies was not without opposit ion, in fact, some board 
members felt h is resignation was in order for such a 'radica l approach'. In 1932-33 

the Cambie Gym was built beside Richmond High School. Then in 1938, a p laying 
f ield was b ui lt for the School and one third of that f ie ld was set aside for grass 
hockey. The Greek principle of "a sound body, a sound m ind " was be ing set into 

practice. 

I believe Mr. MacNeill's thin king was very much a live in 1929 and I believe, he 

wou ld have been in support of M iss Jean Musgrave in it iating a Richmond Hig h 
School's Girls Grass Hockey Team in spite of having to t ravel into Vancouver to 

pa rt ic ipate in a league 

In 1938, a practice area was created, then, a year later, November, 1939, Richmond 

High School f ie lded a Girls Grass Hockey Team. Lenore Waddington, a member of 
the Editor ia l Staff who held the posit ion of Assistant Business Manager and 

Stenciler for The Etudiant wrote the following report on what turned out to be 
the f ina l game of their season. 

7 



Before I present Lenore's report I need to state t hat it was at this same park, 
Con naught Park , Vancouver, that I p layed my f irst game of f ie ld hockey for the 

University of British Columbia's 3rd Team, in 1965. I was 20 years of age. These girls 
wou ld li kely have been 15 to 17 years of age, in 1939. I related very, very much w ith 

Lenore's description of Con naught Park and her description of the game as 
having experienced those same emotions many t imes. Knowing that t hose 
young p layers, would today be over 100 years of age, yet we sha red so many of 

the same experiences through t his game, makes me pause and th ink. Thank you 
Lenore. 

Lenore Wadd ington's Report 
N ovem ber,1939 

"The g ir ls' hockey game was p layed at Connaught Park on Thursday, 
November 9, against the Kitsilano Girls Hockey Team . 

Our team was nervous, and al l t he p layers were w ish ing it would ra in so the 
game could be postponed. But th is attitude soon changed when t hey saw the 

beautifu l hockey f ie ld they were to p lay on, and that the g irls from t he opposite 
team were very friend ly. 

It was a fast and hard game. Half-way through, it started to ra in and getting 

dark so quickly t hat the g irls couldn't tell w hether it was a p iece of grass or the 
ba ll that was being h it, 

While t he referees were decid ing whether of not to ca ll t ime, several of Kitsilano's 

team were in the goal c ircle, f ighting to score, and ou r guards were doing t heir 
best to get it out. Unfortunately, a p layer from the opposite team scored a goal a 

fract ion of second before the wh istle. Thus Kitsilano won, one to noth ing! 

Th is game has g iven the Richmond team more conf id ence, but, because of the 
bad weather, they w ill not be able to p lay any more games t h is season. " 

Signed, Lenore Wadd ington 
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There is a lso another very interesting entry about grass hockey in this same issue 

of The Etudiant. The entry is written in a section of the Girls League Meetings 
and states: " Recently al l the g irls that are interested in grass hockey, were treated 

to a motion p icture wh ich point out the va rious principles of th is game. The 
interest of the g irls was captu red by the reel beg inning w ith a cartoon that rea lly 
was quite charming. We expect that in a year or two a RH.S. Grass Hockey team 

w ill be front page news. ( We hope)" 

These 1939 entries suggest that grass hockey was wel l regarded at Richmond 

High School and appeared to be preparing for a posit ive future. 

Richmond .Tunior- Senior High School 

Left - Principal, Richmond High: Center - Richmond High School: Right- Vice Principal, Richmond High 

The newsletter of March,1940 does not mention grass hockey being p layed but it 

does make two important announcements; a key reference to school colours, that 
was included in the lyrics of an entry being considered for school song and an 
important request of the student body. 

The f irst announcement was in rega rd to a School Motto. It states:" We take 
p leasure in p resenting the p rize for t he School Motto to Lili Fujisawa. The w inn ing 

motto is as fo llows: Fae tuum optimum. ( Do you r best}." 

The second announcement was in regard to a School Shield. It states. 

"Congratulations to George Bredden, for designing t he attractive school sh ie ld as 
d rawn on our cover. This sh ie ld has been adopted by the school and has won the 
p rize of $2.00. The sea-gul l on the shield is the school's emblem." 
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-The Shield and the Emblem designed by George 

Bredden have changed but the Motto, presented 
by Li li Fuj isawa, FAC TUUM OPTIMUM-DO 

YOUR BEST-is Richmond High's Motto, today. 

Richmond High School Shield with School Motto 

A School Song was also being considered but not decided upon. However, 

important to uniforms that Richmond High's ath letes wore, the lyrics mentioned 
the colours. The colours were" Maroon and White". 
The important request stated: ''The Etud iant is considering having a School 

Annua l p ri nted and would like to hear you r ideas on t his" 

These were all very thoughtfu l demonstrations of the importance of the growth 

of this school, Richmond High School, to its students. 

Before I cont inue, I w ish to refer to the 1941 Etudiant Annual and the Editoria l 
written at the beginn ing by Ed ith Adams, the Editor-in-Chief. Edith writes; ''Th is 
year's graduating class is entering into a world of m isery and u nrest." ... "Each one 

must strive to become a c it izen of which th is democratic country can be proud. 
Perhaps, the fact that we have several boys and g irls from Eng land among us th is 
year w ill strengthen our bonds of democracy and bring about a better 

understanding between the futu re c it izens of Canada and Britain." 

The students from England, Edith refers to, would have been 'War Guests'. 
English child ren who were evacuated to Canada by their parents after the 

outbreak of World Wa r II in 1939. Richmond High hosted f ive students, two g irls 
and three boys. The two g irls were sisters, Margot and Mary Ca llear and both were 
ath letic. Mary had an immediate, posit ive impact on the Richmond Gir ls 
Intermediate Grass Hockey team. However, in 1942, these students along w ith the 

entire Richmond High student body would experience the loss of many life-long 
friends of Japanese heritage to the internment. An unbelievable t ime of t rauma 

for Richmond High School students. 

Grass hockey was back in p lay for the 1940-1941 season and aga in for t he 1941-

1942 season. Continuity of the inclusion of Girls Grass Hockey in the inter-school 
ath letic program was beginn ing to establish itself at Richmond High but in a 
t ime when t he world was at war. During World War II, g i rls h igh school hockey 

continued, women's league grass hockey experienced m uch reduced levels of 
part ic ipation and men's grass hockey stopped altogether. 
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The 1942 Girls Grass Hockey season at Richmond High is interesting. There were 
two gir ls grass hockey teams, an Intermediate team and a Junior team. There is a 

very thorough record of the Intermediate team but only a little about t he Junior 
team. The end of season summary in the 1942 school newsletter, The Etud iant, 

that follows, was written about t he Intermediate team. Unfortunately, the 
reporter's name is not included. 

The Summary: 
"The Richmond Hockey team started off the season w ith enthusiasm this year. 

Prospects were good; there was a good team and coach; and the spirits of the 
team were high. The f irst game, even though it was a practice, raised the hope of 
the team when they defeated Fa irv iew 4-1. The f irst game of the League was 

p layed against King Edward. Even though t he game was tied, the team d idn't 
lose faith. Later in the season the g irls defeated King Edward in two games, 5-0 
and 2-0. Of the next eight gam es, four were won, two t ied, and two lost. Not a 

bad record for the team's second year!" The team played 10 games this season 
and Mary Cal lear, ment ioned earlier, scored goals in 5 of t hose games. She played 
left inside and is described as" Small and fast and fu ll of pep." 

The schools Richmond p layed against are of interest. Fairv iew, King Edward, 

Grandview Central are gone. West Van, Prince of Wales, Lord Byng and Magee 
remain in service, today. I'm certain that all Richmond's games were p layed ,n 
Vancouver. I wou ld think t hat West Van travelled into Vancouver as wel l. 

The League, at t his t ime, was split into two parts of the school year. The f irst half 
of the Intermediate Hockey season was played in October. The second half was 

played in March. I am imagin ing several wet weather games. 

The 1942 season has two more interesting aspects. Early in this art icle I referred to 
the formation of the International Federation of Women's Hockey Associations in 
1927 and its inclusive ph ilosophy. I wrote of an example of th is inclusiveness when 

at season's end in 1929 of the women's Mainland League fixtures, a 
representative team from t he women's association was o rganized to p lay against 

a team selected from the schools. This inclusive philosophy was demonstrated 
aga in through the IFWHA inspired Field Day Games. "On Saturday, November 28, 
the Richmond g irls p layed at Con naught Park in the Field Day Games. In these 

games both the Juniors and Inter-med iates p layed against teams from t he 
Women's League, and although they put up a great battle they were 
overwhelmed by the senio r ladies." 

The g irls would have been anxious, excited and chal lenged to partic ipate in this 
event. No trophy was needed. 
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"I'm sure exposure to non-threaten ing, inclusive, p laying t he game occasions like 
these would have inspired many g irls to continue playing after graduation. The 

teacher that was the Coach and led the revival of girls grass hockey at Richmond 
High was Miss R W ilson. 

The second interesting event was FUN at school! I'll let sn ippets from the 

description describe the occasion. 

Well, it has happened at last- the g irls played an exhib it ion game aga inst the 
teachers. It's a good th ing the teachers d idn't have any p ractice (or d id they)? .... All 
fool ing aside, though, the teachers were really good sports to p lay Richmond's 

Inter-mediate Girls Grass-hockey team. I vote for more and more games of th is 
type. Oh, by the way, the Teachers won 7-0." 

In a Richmond High Recollections letter written by Ruth (Kastler) Bascoby, 
referring to 7944, she mentions that the school at th is time included grades 7-72, a 

student body of "maybe 350 students", and an intramural school sports system 
based on "Houses". 

Ruth states:" We also had a grass hockey team wh ich p racticed on Saturday 
mornings. I cou ld never get there on Saturday but I remember Dorothy Barr, 
Joyce Howard and others really had a good team. M iss McLaughlin was the 

coach ... We also competed w ith John O liver, Magee and Lo rd Byng" (H igh Schools 
in Vancouver). 

Ruth also mentions an important addit ion to Richmond High's support of its 

teams. 

She writes: "Also, Jack, (a classmate), you, Joyce and I in it iated the f irst 
cheerleaders for the c ity t rack meets, games and whatever. We even had sweaters 

made for the occasion .... As far as I know, we started that and it probably 
continues today" Ruth was correct, for cheerlead ing d id grow to become an 

important part of Richmond High's school sports program. 

Grass/Fie ld hockey was also p layed at Richmond High School in the 7945 season. 

Below is a super team p icture of the 7945-7946 Team. The photo looks to be taken 
on the front steps of the school. Unfortunately p layers names are not available. I 
thin k t he Coach is M iss McLaugh lin. The team uniform is very d istinctive. A wh ite, 

short-sleeve, collared sh ir t worn beneath a singlet type top w ith quite w ide 
maroon and white horizontal rings. White shorts and short white socks round out 

the look. I am hoping the game socks are t he long wh ite socks to accommodate 
sh in-pads! 
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1945-46 Richmond High Team 

This leads me back t o t he Richmond High School Gir ls Grass Hockey Team phot o 
that led me to this road of d iscovery of The Where, The When, The Ebb, The Flow 

of Grass/Fie ld Hockey in Richmond. The photo I found, in it ially, is of the 1946 
Richmond High School g irls grass hockey team. The p layers look to be wearing a 
short-sleeved collared white shirt beneath a numbered, colou red, ath letic, team 

'bib'. The 'bib' wou ld likely have been maroon. The white skirt they are wea ring 
looks to be p leated. The f ie ld t hey are standing upon defin itely looks like long 
grass w ith a forest ed back-drop. The f ie ld was most certain ly not Connaught Park 

but cou ld likely have been an area behind the main school build ings at Sexsmith 

and Cambie Roads, Richmond. 

Richmond High School Grass Hockey Team, 1946 for school yea r 1946-47. 

1946-47 Richmond High Team 
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Girls grass hockey began to grow throughout the 1940s at Richmond High School. 

In 1942 and again in 1944 the school fie lded two teams for the season of p lay. The 
season of 1947 needs to be confirmed. 

This leads us into the 1950s. 

Nancy West writes in the Vancouver Sun, Oct. 6, 1950: 

"GRASS HOCKEY TEAMS READY FOR THE SEASON 

Girls' high school grass hockey opens here Tuesday. 
This game of f ie ld hockey, often a rough, shin-hacking contest, is a popu lar part of 

the girls' sport curriculum. 
Since Eng land first adopted and refined the sport the game has become one of 

the major g irls' games in our h igh Schools." 

Ms West notes a "six week grass hockey season." She comments; ''There's a large 
entry in the Vancouver and D istrict High School hockey leagues. So large were the 

intermediate and junio r team entries a few years back that the leagues were 
d ivided in an east and west schedule." She goes on to state, ... "With 50 teams 

entered aga in this year ... " I have to say, WOW! 

The next pa ragraph echoes a philosophy p resented and practiced by the women 

that I wrote about in the 1942 segment of this story. That ph ilosophy was inclusivity 
as developed by the Internationa l Federation of Women's Hockey Associations and 
as practiced by the Vancouver and Vancouver Island women's f ie ld hockey 

community through the Field Day experience and through games set up between 
High School Girls' teams and Women's League teams. Ms West expressed the 

concept clearly in the following; "An added novelty in the grass hockey set-up is 
the Satu rday morning league, formed for schools who can't make the week-day 
gam es." lnclusivity wasn't a novelty at th is time in women's fie ld hockey. It was a 

thoughtful concept that in my opin ion p romoted real growth. 

Ms West also mentions, ''The open ing games Tuesday f ind Intermediate team 

games scheduled between Magee and North Van, Lord Byng and Richmond ... and 
a Jun io r B game for King Edward and Richmond. 

The 1950-1951, 1951-1952 and 1952-1953 seasons saw Richmond High field th ree 
teams in each of those years. 

The school year 1950-51 included An Intermediate Team, a Junior 'A' Team and a 
Junior 'B' Team. The Intermediate Team pictu re shows the players wearing a very, 

very n ice school jacket over their uniform. The p icture also clearly shows the long, 
curved b lade of the hockey stick. Much, much d ifferent than the 2026 hockey stick. 
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Turning the stick over the ball, as is so basic to today's hockey stick, would have 

been a skil l of the future. 

Intermediate Grass Hockey-1950-51 

1950-51 Richmond High Intermediate Team 

The Coaches for the teams were M iss A lexander and M iss Mcl agan. They 

wrote:" Again th is yea r Richmond High School is proud of the g irls who 
represented our school in the Grass Hockey League. Alt hough they d id not 

take top honours, a wonderfu l p icture of sportsmansh ip was shown and we are 
proud of them. 

The Intermediate Team lost two games, t ied two and won one. 
The Junior 'A' Team lost two games and won fou r. 
The Junio r 'B' Team won two games, t ied two and lost two. 

The school year 1951-1952 was a sig n if icant year for Richmond High. It was the 

f ina l fu ll school year for Richmond High School's presence at its location on the 
northwest corner of Cambie and Sexsmith Roads. Rich m ond High School, 
Ric hmond's f irst desig nated h igh school, w hich was opened in 1927 was 

moving to a newly const ructed build ing located, essentia lly, at the corner of 
Foster Road (now Minoru B lvd.) and Granville Aven ue in the heart of 
Ric hmond. The new school served Grades ll and 12 and for a short t ime Grade 

13 (Senior Matriculation). The Richmond High School Girls Grass Hockey Teams 
of 1951-1952, t hen, wou ld be t he last teams to experience t he fu ll school year at 

th is h istoric venue. 
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Miss A lexander and M iss Mcl agan remained the teams' Coaches, provid ing that 

t ouch of contin uity and fam iliarity for the players. The school f ie lded Girls 
In termed iat e ( Titled Senior Team in photo below}, Ju n ior 'A' and Jun io r 'B' g ir ls 

t eams. The season end ing sum mary presented below, is as was w ritten in t he 
7952 Annual . Th is season became the Coach, M iss A lexander 's f ina l season as 
well. She was to be m arried at the com pletion of the school year. 

--- -
• , ' - ... - , _ _ , ...... .._ -

[1951-1952] Girls' Junior A Hockey Team 

[1951-1952] Girls' Intermediate (Senior) Grass 
Hockey Team 

[1951-1952] Girls' Junior B Grass Hockey Team 
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The Interm ed iate Girls played wonderful g rass hockey this season, tieing all but 

one game. The Team's sta rs were goa lie Wilma Charles and Shirley Swift. The 
Junior'A' Girls had an average season, winning two, tieing two and losing two. 

The top honours go to Shi rley Mich ie. 

For a team of fu ll-fledged amateurs, our Junior-B Team d id quite well, winning 

th ree, Tie ing one and losing one. 

The entry just presented represents the end of an era for Girls Grass Hockey at 

Richmond High School. Some of these players completed their h igh school 
grass hockey days t his year. Other p layers were just in the midst of their h igh 

school p laying days and others were starting. 

A THANK YOU needs to go back to Miss Jean Musgrave who coached the f irst 

team in 1929 and to the Principa l, Mr. A.R.MacNeill who supported starting the 
team. 

I would like to make one other persona l observat ion as it is a fo llow on from 
the 1950-1951 team pictu re when I noticed that the Intermediate Team were al l 

wea ri ng School jackets. The Sen ior Team in 1952 are again wearing school 
jackets b ut the jacket s are also being worn by many of the Ju n ior A and B 
team players. These jackets represent, to me, the pride to represent Richmond 

High School that was demonstrated several t imes over these first 25 years 
th rough the creation of the school newsletter, The Etudiant; the decision to 
begin a School Annua l; the adoption of a School Motto; School Shield; School 

Song. They all say, we are proud of our school and we want that pride to reach 
into the future. 

Now, we move into 1953, into a new school in a new location. I'd like to beg in 
th is section of the story w ith much of the Principa l, M r. A.R MacNeill's message 

to the g raduating class. 

"Th is school year has been a d ifficu lt one for both pupi ls and staff of 

Richmond High School. For the f irst three mont hs school was conduct ed on a 
shift basis in the o ld bu ilding and then, early in December, we moved to our 

fine new quarters and ran on the normal length of school day ... Teachers and 
pupils a like are intensely p roud of the new school w ith its excel lent 
gymnasium and st age, with it s well equipped shops and science laboratories, 

and its attractive, bright classrooms. 
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But, proud as we are of these tangible assets of Richmond High School, we are 

even more happy about that nebulous, intangible something ca lled the "tone" 
of our school,-which shows itself in the relat ions of students w ith one another 

and with their teachers ... 

This school spirit is not something which was born w ith the new school,- but 

it has been given a tremendous boost by all that has taken p lace this year. In 
every phase of school life the keenest of interest has been shown and 
worthwhile results accomplished. The student body of 1952-1953 wi ll leave 

behind it a record of which it may be proud and one which wil l serve as a 
model for the pupils of future years." 

-AR MacNeill 

Grass/field hockey carried on at Richmond High's new location but the school 
now only included students in Grades 11 and 72 plus for a short time, grade 73. 

This would mean that for grass/fie ld hockey, the actual number of teams 
partic ipating m ight eventually decline u nless the Ju nior Secondary Schools, 
that provided the future h igh school students, offered the program. 

Girl's Senior, Intermediate and Junior teams coached by M iss McClagan, Miss 
Watts and Mrs. Forsyth were offered in the 1952-53 school year and were entered 

into the Vancouver Inter-Hig h School League. the Senior and Intermed iate 
teams went to their league semi-f inals while the Jun ior team played five games 

f inishing with 2 w ins, 2 ties and l loss. I would say: successful seasons al l. 
I noticed two new aspects to the team pictures. The players were wearing new 
uniforms that bore small white numbers near their left shoulder. The team 

pict ures were taken indoors w it h the players arranged on benches. Perhaps in 
the new gym? 

There is another interesting change that took place in the teaching profession at 
Richmond High School this year, 7952-53. The Coach of the Junior and Senior Girls 
Grass Hockey teams was Mrs. Forsyth. It was in the m id-7950s in Richmond that 

married women became allowed to pursue a Teaching career. I believe 
Mrs.Forsyth became the first married woman to coach a girls' grass/field hockey 
team at Richmond High School. 

Two teams, a Senior Team and a Junior Team represented Richmond High in the 

school year 1953-7954. M iss Wallis coached the Senior Girls and provided the 
following season ending summary. 
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"The team p layed outstand ingly well in the Senior B League, losing on ly to 
Vancouver Techn ica l H igh. Among the notable p layers Sylv ie Vaselenak, Bet ty 
Mytko and Annie Chorney. 

The Jun ior Team was co-coached by M iss Wa llis and Mrs. Ritch ie. The season 

ending summary is interesting. 

" Led by captain and centre-forward Juliette Godmaire the Junior Girls th is year 

p layed a good league schedu le. They fin ished wel l up in their league and in 
add it ion, p layed in invitation games aga inst Duke of Connaught H igh." 

The last notation is interesting because t he cornerstone of this school, was la id by 
and named after the Duke of Con naught , Canada's Governor Genera l, during h is 

fourt h v isit to Vancouver in 1912. At th is location on sixt h Avenue, in 1953, the new 
New Westminster City Hall was bu ilt and shared the g ro u nds w ith the High 

School until the High School was demolished in 1955. The invitations to p lay 
aga inst t he Duke of Con naught in their season of 1953-54 attached t his 
Richmond Hig h 's Junior Girls g rass hockey t eam to a b it of Brit ish Columbia 
School's h istory. 
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[1953-54] - Junior Team - Richmond High 

When Richmond's first dedicated h igh school, Richmond High, closed it s doors 
December, 1952, the o ld, venerable bu ild ing was renamed Cambie Junior 
Secondary School. The game, Grass Hockey, established at Richmond High in 

1929, carried on at the reconfigured school, Cambie Junior Secondary School. This 
was reported in the Cambie Courier Annual of 1953-1954. 
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The b rief report states:" During the year we took part ... in Inter-High sports 

event s. We did very well in Grass Hockey, in fact the g ir ls competed in the semi­
f ina ls" The team would have been a Junior Team for the school enrolled Grades 

7,8,9 and 10. The team wou ld have played in the Vancouver Inter-High School 
Girls Grass Hockey League and played very well for they made it to the sem i­
f ina ls but there is no mention as t o who they played against. A team p ictu re is 

not included in t he Annual b u t t his tea m does represent the fi rst Girls Grass 
Hockey Team to represent t he new school Cambie Junior Secondary and this, too, 
represents growt h of the sport in the community of Richmond. 

The next school year, 1954-1955, Cambie Junior High School f ie lded a grass 

hockey team aga in. The year-end write-up follows: 

''The Grass Hockey Team had a very successfu l year considering the shifts. The 

gi rls turned out every morning at 9:30 to l l:30 to pract ice at B righouse Park. They 
p layed the following schools: A lpha, Pt . Grey, and Sut herland. Th is was the second 
year Cam bie has ente red t he Grass hockey League, though they did not w in all 

t hei r gam es, t here was much team work and sportsmanship. They practiced 
under the guidance of M rs. J. Weatherbe, who has had previo us experience 

coaching." 

The summary is interest ing because it is t he f irst written ment ion of "Practicing" 

and the f irst mention of a field, Brig house Pa rk, being act ually used for p ractice, 
beyond the f ield set aside in 1938 at Richmond High. Practic ing at Brig house 
Park m ust have meant the team travelled back to Cambie on t he Interurban for 

lu nchtime and afternoon classes w hi le on t he shift system. It must be 
rem embered that the hockey season was 6 weeks in the Fa ll. I would also like to 

note that A lpha Ju nio r Secondary was in Burnaby; Pt. Grey in the west side of 
Vancouver and Suther land was in Nort h Vancouver. As wel l, I believe all games 
were away games for Richmond teams. Much t ravel and likely by int eru rban, 

st reet car and bus. The p layers demonstrated real com m itment and m ust have 
t horoughly enj oyed playing the game. 

I t h in k before I continue w it h the ebb and flow of grass/field hockey in Rich m ond, 
I need to spend a moment on the last run of the Interurban t ram t hat ran from 

t he Fa lse Creek area of downt own Vancouver to Steveston, at the sout hwestern 
corner of Lulu Island, Rich m ond. This t ram enabled many Richmond High School 
Grass Hockey Teams to travel into Vancouver to com pete in the High Schoo l Girls 

Grass Hockey League through t he 1930s, 40s and 50s, as I presented much earl ier 
in t his article. February 28, 1958 t he fa m ous Sockeye Special completed its f inal 
run, which ushered in t he era of b usses and cars. 
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Richmond's population had grown immensely and that created changes related 

to access to Vancouver. In 1957 the Oak Street Bridge opened providing easy 
access to central Richmond. The Deas Island Tunnel opened in 1959.The Fraser 
Street Bridge operated until 1974 and the Knight Street Bridge opened in 

1974.The Arthur Laing Bridge opened in 1975. Richmond was provided more 
options to get to many more p laces to p lay but the organ ization of how to travel 
there is li kely to have changed as well. In speaking to some of the individua ls 

involved at this time t he Team Coaches and Team Managers began organ izing 
car pools to take the team to t heir games. 

The year, 1955, saw the opening of Steveston Secondary School and soon 
thereafter the expansion of grass/fie ld hockey in Richmond. Jon Henderson, 

whose book dedicated to a description of the development of Richmond Schools 
I referred to earlier, writes: 

"Steveston began as a j unior secondary school in 1955 and became a j unio r-senior 
secondary in 1959. In 1965 it changed aga in becoming a senior secondary, 

educating only Grade ll and 12 students." 

It was in Richmond High's 1959 Annual that it is noted that Richmond's Junior 

Girls' Grass Hockey team, coached by Miss Talbot, p layed against Steveston. Miss 
Talbot also reports that Richmond played games against Prince of Wales, Magee, 
Winston Church ill and Lo rd Byng which means that Steveston would have played 

against these same schools, a ll part of the Vancouver High School Girls' Fie ld 

Hockey League. Field hockey in Richmond was growing. 

Richmond H ig h School Junio r and Senior Grass Hockey Teams, 1959 

[1959] Junior+ Senior Teams - Richmond High 
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Grass/Field hockey carried on at Steveston High School throughout the 7960s and 
into the 7970s. The depth of the game w ith in Richmond's school system 
increased as is revealed in the game results presented in Steveston's Annual of 
7967. Steveston High in 7967 remained a Junior-Senior Secondary school. 

I'd like to pause a moment to spend some t ime in 7967 at Steveston Junior-Senior 
Secondary School. This year there were two Girls' Grass Hockey Teams, a Juvenile 

Team and an Intermediate Team. 

Mrs. Sanford, the Juvenile Team Coach writes: "The members of the j unior grass 
hockey team have had only a few years of experience and in some cases none. 
They show promise of forming a strong intermediate and maybe a senior team in 

a few years. 

[1961] Junior Grass Hockey Team - Steveston High 

Steveston Junior-Sen ior Secondary, Palmer Junio r Secondary and Cambie Jun ior 
Secondary were the participating schools. This league is of note because it 

involves only Richmond schools. It represents the f irst Richmond School's Girls' 

Grass Hockey League. 
Gam e Results 1st 2nd 

Pa lmer ....... O O 
Steveston .... O l 

Cambie ...... 2 
Steveston ... l 
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The second entry for th is yea r,7967, describes the Steveston Intermed iate Girls' 

Grass Hockey Team. M iss W ilson, t he team's Coach commented:" Th is has been 
one of the best seasons for the members of t he intermediate team. Playing 
aga inst more experienced t eams they have done well." 

The schedu le was w ide ranging in that Del brook was a No rth Vancouver team, 
Magee, W inston Churchi ll, and King Edward, a ll Vancouver teams and a close 

rival, Richmond High. Personally, lea rning about a game and a w in against 
De l brook, my A lma Mater, was rea lly neat. I was in Grade 70 that year, a mere 65 

years ago. 

[1961) Intermediate Team - Steveston High 

The two p layers in t he m iddle of the semi-c ircle formed by t he Team are in 
position to take a "bully". At this t ime in the game's evolution t he "b u lly" was t he 

metho d used to start and restart the game. An un iq ue aspect, part icular to 
g rass/fie ld hockey, that is not m uch used in today's game. 

Games 
W inston Churchi ll - 3 Magee - 2 King Edward - 3 

Steveston - O Steveston - 2 Steveston - O 

Delb rook - 2 Rich mond - O 
Steveston - 4 Steveston - 2 
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M rs. Dobby was very involved as a coach of many of Steveston's Girls Grass 
Hockey teams throughout the m id-60s and I would like to close the description 
of Steveston's p rogram in the 1960s w ith that of the 1963 team she coached. The 

description in the annua l includes a team photo and is very appreciative of the 
t ime spent by Mrs. Dobby as their Coach. 

"The Sen io r Gir ls' hockey team p layed in the Sen ior 'A' division of the Inter-h igh 
schedule for the f irst t ime th is yea r. There were many new mem bers on the team, 

some of whom had not previously played m uch hockey. We won two games, 
d rew two, and lost one - a very c reditable showing. Mrs Dobby was our very 
capable coach and spent many an afternoon teaching our g irls the fundamentals 

of Grass-hockey." 

[1963] Senior Girls' Team - Steves ton High 

Girls' grass hockey continued to be played at Steveston throug hout the 1960s. A 
significant change occurred in 1965 w hen as mentioned earlier, Steveston 
became a Senior Secondary School, educating only Grade ll and Grade 12 

students. Girls attend ing Cambie and Palmer Junior Secondary schools and w ho 
may have played for their school's g rass hockey team wou ld go to Richmond 
High to complete Grades l l and 12 and carry on t heir pa rt ic ipation in the game 

there. Steveston High's new grade a lignment created a smaller developmenta l 
base w ithout feeder schools active in the game for support. 
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Grass/Field Hockey a lso cont inued t o be an import ant part of Richmond H igh's 
extracurricular program t hroughout the 1960s. 

The team photo of the Junior Girls' Grass Hockey Team forl 962-l963 is presented 
below. Sweat -tops w ith the school name on the front were part of the un iform. 
The girls in this period of t ime appear t o wear shorts in preference to the 

t rad it ional skirt s. Their t ops look to be white-collared. The team socks were 
horizontal stripes and likely maroon and whit e.The Head Coach was M iss Ta lbot . 

The b lade of the f ie ld hockey st ick rem ains t he lo ng style. 

The 1962-63 Richmond H igh's Gir ls' Jun ior Grass Hockey Team. 

{1962-63} Richmond High Junior Girls' Team 

I would like t o complet e the 1960s w ith what I've found to be a heart-warming 

outlook toward t h is great game, written by Mrs. N ichols, the coach of the !966 
Richmond H igh Girls' Grass Hockey Team and many others throughout this 
period of t ime. 

"These formidable - looking g irls packed the season w ith one w in, two t ies, 
innumerable close losses, a few not - so - close losses, and just t oo much 

unpred ictable fun." 
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Richmond Hig h School Girls' Grass Hockey team- 7966 

[1966] Richmond High Girls' Grass Hockey Team 

Grass/ f ie ld hockey at Richmond High School m oved into the 7970s but, it 
appears w ith lesser participation. One school team seems to have been t he 

norm. 

Three notable changes appear to have occurred in t he 7970s. Mrs. Ritch ie states 

in the 7975 Annual that" The team received new uniforms th is year consisting of 
a maroon ki lt a nd a wh ite golfsh irt." Prior to this change, the girls playing 

grass/f ie ld hockey in Richmond schools had worn shorts. The second very 
notable change was in the blade of the hockey stick. It has taken on more of t he 
look of a "hook" rather than a "blade". Suffice it to say that t he art of dribbling 

forever changed. And, the third notable change is that the game in Richmond is 
now most often referred to as "Field Hockey". 

Mrs. Rit ch ie led t he team t h rough two more seasons. Her summary of t he 7976 
season stated: " The Senior "B" Field Hockey Team tied for f irst place w it h Point 

Grey in the Vancouver and District f inals .... The team improved trem endously 
t his year as they developed a strong desire to make t he p lay-offs. Our t han ks go 
out to a very hard-work ing manager, Dorothy Kitchen, who kept the players as 

well as the equipment in good ru n n ing order." 
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The team shared shared the Vancouver Secondary Schools' Athletic Association 

Championship trophy for Girls' Field Hockey playing in t he Senior 'B' League 
w ith Point Grey High School. The photo below, described as the photo won by 

Steveston in 1971 is also of the trophy shared by Richmond High but in 1976. On 
both occasions shared with Point Grey High School. 

The 1977 season proved to be the final season for Girls' Grass/Field Hockey at 
Richmond High School. 

I paused the description of girls' grass/field hockey at Steveston High School a 
little earlier in this article describing how the game m ight face a challenge 

when enrolling only Grade ll and 12 students. Field hockey, however, did move 
ahead very successful ly into the 1970s. 

Below is a photo of the V.S.S.A.A., Vancouver Secondary Schools' Athletic 
Association Championship trophy for Girls' Field Hockey playing in the Senior 
'B' League. The p laque p laced on t he trophy for 1971 shows that Point Grey High 

School and Steveston High School shared the championship. The f inal must 
have been tied and both teams declared champions. Well done, Steveston! 

lnclusivity, the time honoured p ractice of the International Federation of 
Women's Hockey Associations, formed in 1927 remained alive, well and 

thoughtful in Vancouver, in 1971 and again in 1976! 

J 

Trophy: Vancouver Secondary Schools' 
Athletic Association 

The Steveston Senior Girls Grass Hockey Team of 1973 was, it appears, this 
school's last team to participate in the Vancouver Senior Secondary Schools 
League. M iss Gill was their Coach and wrote: "We tied 5 games and we lost 3 to 

give us 5 points in league standing - fourth out of five teams in ou r division - ... ". 
Below is the photo of the Steveston High School Girls Grass Hockey Team 
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[1973] Steveston High, Senior Girls' Team 

M iss Gi ll, needs a special mention. She is a young woman who was ra ised in 
Richmond, attended Richmond High School and played on the 7962-7963 

Richmond High School Junior Girls Grass Hockey Team. After graduation she 
attended the University of Brit ish Columbia, completed a degree in Education 
and became a teacher at Steveston High School, in Richmond, B.C. One aspect 

of this coaching experience for M iss Gill that I applaud comes out in her stated 
intention post season. She wrote:" The team will be travell ing to Schools in the 
Spring to g ive cl in ics and hopefully, interest other girls in p laying." Giving Back! 

M iss Gill coached again in the 7973-7974 but mentions in her season summary 

that, of the fourteen g irls on the team only three would be returning next year. 
And, yes, it appears that this was the f inal season for Steveston's Girls Field 
Hockey. 

The 73-74 Season d id present two interesting developments. The f irst 

development was that, Steveston did not participate in the Vancouver Senior 
Secondary School Girls Field Hockey League but d id p lay in a Richmond-based 
exhibit ion games league that included games w ith Boyd, Richmond, 

McRoberts and Cambie. The second very interesting development is the 
appearance in this league of Hugh Boyd Junior Secondary School and Hugh 
McRoberts Junior Secondary School. This brings to light two addit ional 

Richmond schools becoming involved in grass/f ie ld hockey and represented 
growth and expansion of the game throughout a growing community. 
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Hugh Boyd's appearance in 7973 appears to have been their only appearance in 

Richmond school girls' f ield hockey until the game was brought back to Boyd 
for the 7996 season by Lance Carey, Coach, with Jan is The and Harjeet Manhas 

as Team Managers and Co-Sponsors. It was very special to have Janis as one of 
the Team Managers for Janis was the Team Manager when she and Nancy 
Carey guided McRoberts in the mid-7970s. This 'Ebb', 7973-7996 for Hugh Boyd 

Junior Secondary School represented a pause of twenty-three years. 

The first McRoberts Junior Secondary School Girls' Field Hockey Team formed 

for the 7973-74 school year was coached by Ms Robinson. The team carried on 
for three more seasons 7974-75; 7975-76; 7976-77 with Ms Nancy Carey as the 

Coach and Ms Janis The as the Team Manager. The games were all p layed in 
Vancouver w ith car-pooling as the team's mode of t ravel. The 7976-77 school 
year represented the beginn ing of an 'Ebb', a pause in f ie ld hockey 

participation at McRoberts. This pause remained until Nancy Carey, Earl Osipov 
and Team Sponsor, Bob Jackson formed a Junior Girls' Field Hockey Team for 
the 7994 season. This represented a pause of e ighteen years. 

Below, are photos of Hugh Boyd Junior Secondary School's Girls Grass Hockey 

Team, 7973 and Hugh McRoberts Junior Secondary School's Girls' Grass Hockey 
Team, 7973. 

[1973] Team Photos: Hugh Boyd (Left)+ Hugh 
McRoberts (Right) 
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The Girls' Grass/ Field Hockey program appears to have ended in Richmond's 
Senior and Junior Secondary Schools in the late 1970s. Yet, in this rapidly 
growing community of the 1970s, the game took root and began to grow in a 

different way. 

It is at t his point that I wish to move forward with the topic of this article, 'The 
Where, the When, the Ebb, the Flow of Field Hockey in Richmond, B.C., 
Canada", a little more quickly. 

In 1970 Mr. Pat McMahon w it h the assistance of Mr. Jim Rice formed a boys' 
field hockey team. They used the South Arm Park grounds behind Whiteside 

Elementary School to practice. This one boys team, with the support of t he 
Jokers Field Hockey Club President, Mr. Victor Warren, Junior Development 

D irector, John Hawthorn and its Men's Team players, soon grew to several boys 
teams and led soon thereafter, to the creation of the Richmond Fie ld Hockey 
Club 

Below is a picture of Mr. Pat McMahon and Mr. Jim Rice w ith a team from this 
period. Mr. McMahon was the Coach and initiated the idea of starting a boys 

field hockey team as an option to other Spring sports while Mr. Rice, was the 
team Manager and the person who in 1977 wrote a Club Constitution and took 

the steps necessitated through the Societies Act to formally c reate The 

Richmond Field Hockey Club. 
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[1970-72] Richmond Field Hockey Club Founders with one of the First Teams 
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The formation of the Richmond Field Hockey Club represents a significant 
departure from the way in w hich the game of f ie ld hockey had developed in 

Richmond since 1929. The history of the game t hus far in Richmond has been in 
the context of growth of the game w ithin the school system. Additional ly, prior 

to 1970, the game had been played by Junior and Sen ior High School g irls. The 

game, framed w ith in this structu re, in the late 70s, in Richm ond schools 
experienced an Ebb, a pause. Now, I w ish to show how the formation and 

growth of the Richmond Fie ld Hockey Club led to a Flow, g reater g rowth and 
outstand ing performance. 

The Jun ior Boys side of the Richmond Field Hockey Club began in 1970. Several 
players from the Jokers Field Hockey Club came out to Richmond from 

Vancouver to help t he boys learn and to practice the basic sk ills of this new 
game. It real ly he lped that many were also soccer p layers. This gave the boys a 
strong sta rt and the Jokers Men's tutelage paid off as ea rly as 1972 when a U-73 

Rich mond Field Hockey Club boys' team p laced 2nd at t he Provincia l 
Championsh ips. 

In 1977, Mr.McMahon and Mr. Rice real ized t hat many of the boys were getting 
o lder and were e ligible to play in t he Men's League. For t he m to continue in t he 

game in Richmond they needed to find a Coach. I had moved to Richmond in 
1975 and received a ca ll from M r. Rice. The resu lt of that conversation led to me 
taking a g roup of 75-77 yea r o ld boys into the Vancouver Men's Fie ld Hockey 

League in September, 1977. The Club had g rown, field hockey in Richmond had 
grown. 

Below is a photo of t he Richmond Field Hockey Club's first men's team.The 
picture includes, Lance Carey, Coach, and h is University of B.C., Thunderbirds 

teamm ate of many yea rs and fel low Canad ian Team p layer, Doug Harrison. 
Doug helped stabilize the mid-fie ld of t he team and p rovided consistent 
support for t hese young p layers facing t he cha llenge of p laying their fi rst 

season of men's f ie ld hockey. 

[1977) Richmond Field Hockey Club's 
First Men's Team 

31 



The number of teams grew. In 7980, the Club President, Mr. Eric Muir 

initiated an event that developed int o an important club tradition. This was 
the Annual end of season Awa rds Banquet. 

In 7982-83 the Richmond Field Hockey Clu b took another step forward when 
a women's team was formed. Jenny Joh n of t he British Columbia Field 

Hockey Association set the stage for a group of women to move toward the 
formation of a Richmond Field Hockey Club Senior Women's Team. The 
group was successfu l, the Rebels were formed and became the longest 

running team in the Club. The photo below was taken in 2003 but it d oes 
include several of t he players who spent many seasons contribut ing 

significant ly to the growth of the Club as players, coaches, managers and 
admin istrators. 

[2003] Richmond Field Hockey Club Senior Women's Team 

The yea r, 7985, completed t he circle of part ic ipation. Nancy Carey and 
Roberta Hawbolt completed t he c ircle through the formation of t he girls 
side of t he Rich mond Field Hockey Club. One m ight have thought, "Well, 

Nancy is back". Three years of coaching at McRoberts Jun ior Secondary 
School in the m id-70s followed by taking on the position of 'Sport Chairman ' 

for t he Fie ld Hockey Tournament at the British Columbia Sum mer Games 
hosted by Richmond in 7979, then, in 7985, initiating w it h Roberta, t he 
Richmond Field Hockey Club's f irst Junior Girls team, t he Harriers. The 15th 

Year since the form atio n of the Clu b was certainly significant. 
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[1985] Pennant Recognizing 15 Years since 
1970 Formation (Left) & 
[1987] Richmond Field Hockey Club Jr Girls' 
Team (Right) 

I have described much of the growth of the Richmond Field Hockey Club in a 

Memoir, TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE, I wrote, published t hen re­
wrote to add what I felt to be important new material and re-pu b lished in 
2023. Consequently, my intention, now, is to describe, how The Richmond 

Fie ld Hockey Club f itted in to the ebb and flow of f ie ld hockey in Richmond. 

The circle was complete but the development of the game for boys began to 

wane toward the end of the 1980s. The boys of the 1970s grew to become the 
young men of t he 1980s and 90s. The f inancial costs of ra ising a family in 

Richmond forced t hem to look e lsewhere. They d id and the Club lost its 

prospective coaches/managers/admin istrators. Th is movement o ut of 
Richmond of t he young men eventually affected the development of the 

Men's side as well. Fie ld hockey for Junio r Boys ended in t he m id-1990s and 
for the Men at the beginn ing of the Th ird M illennial. The Women's Team , the 
Rebels, carried on w ith one team and some years, a 2nd Team. The story w it h 

the Junior Girls side was com p letely d ifferent. They flourished. 

The Richmond Fie ld Hockey Club's f irst g irls' team was the Harrie rs. The team 
name became a t rad it ion as almost every g irls team thereafter took the name 
of a b ird and tried most often for the name to be of a b ird found in Rich m ond. 

The Harriers immediately set t he bar for skill and team p lay very h igh for the 
younger teams t hat fo llowed. June/1992 the Harriers won the U-16 Girl's 
Provincia l Club Championship he ld in Tsawassen, Brit ish Columbia. Th is was 

the f i rst Provincia l Club Championship won by the g irls side of the Richmond 
Field Hockey Club.They were a team wel l coached by Nancy Carey and B ind i 

Biln and well managed by Cheryl Taunton. 
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Soon thereafter the Herons, the Eagles and the Sn ipes were formed, then, 
for a number of years a new young team was formed annua lly. There were 
the Fl ickers, Ospreys, Merlins, Finches, Pelicans, Owls, Warblers, Kestrels, 

Eaglets, Ducks, Thrashers, Flamingos, Roadrunners, Sandpipers ... lt was 
wonderful! 

The consistent growth was recognized by the Parks Department in the City 
of Richmond and in particu lar Ross Sakai. He listened and learned that a 

better field surface was needed to rea lly develop the standard of team p lay 
and to keep the growth on a posit ive t raj ectory. Ross advocated for a new 
improved location for the Richmond Field Hockey Club. H is perseverance 

paid off and the Club was moved to Wowk Park on Woodward Road in 1991. 
The Parks Department took very good care of the surface and the level of 

skill, teamwork and team p lay improved markedly throughout the enti re 
Club, boys, men, women, g irls. Everyone. 

The growth and the success of the Richmond Field Hockey Club through 
the 1970s and 1980s led the game in the 1990s back to the schools. Girls' 
H igh School Field Hockey remained a much partic ipated-in, inter-high 

school sport throughoutGreater Vancouver in the period when in 
Richmond's Junior and Sen ior Secondary Schools, the sport had ebbed. In 

the early 1990s the g irls who p layed for the Harriers and Herons, the two 
older teams, became of h igh school age. Cheryl Taunton, the Harriers 
Manager, rea lized this and approached Richmond High's administration 

w ith the idea of forming a Girls Fie ld Hockey Team. I spoke w ith Cheryl, and 
she mentioned that she had no idea of the long h istory of f ie ld hockey at 
Richmond High School when she approached the Principal, Mr. Bob 

Cartner. She received a very posit ive response from Mr. Cartner and w ith 
the help of Bob Jackson, Richmond School Board Sport Administrator and 

Gayle Guest who was the School Sponsor and became the Team Manager, a 
team was formed. Cheryl had asked B indi Biln, the Harriers coach at th is 
t ime, if she would take on the posit ion of Head Coach. B indi agreed and 

Richmond High's f irst Girls' Fie ld Hockey Team since 1977 took to the f ie ld in 
the autumn of 1993. A homecoming! A bonus was the Canadian National 
Women's Fie ld Hockey Team donated tartan k ilts as part the team's 

uniform! 
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Below is a team picture. 
Richmond Senior High School Girls' Field Hockey Team, 1993 

Congratulations for a successful season\ 

An interesting aspect to the return of f ie ld hockey to Richmond High related to 

the posit ion of the Head Coach in 1993 and the Head Coach in 1994. The reader 
may have noticed that the Head Coaches of Richmond Hig h 's Grass/fie ld 
Hockey teams, h istorical ly, were women and were teachers at the school. That 

doorway opened, in part, in 1993, when Bindi Bi ln became Richmond High's 
f irst Girls' Fie ld Hockey Team's Head Coach who was not a teacher at the 
school. In 1994, Lance Carey became Richmond High's Girls' Fie ld Hockey 

Team's f irst male Head Coach and like Bind i was not a teacher at Richmond 
High. 

Richmond High, in 1993, part ic ipated in the Vancouver Secondary Schools Girls 
Fie ld Hockey League. Autumn was the season of p lay. The team p layed very 

well and w ith a record of 7 w ins, 2 losses, l draw secured a posit ion in the City 
Championships. They f in ished th ird in the City Champio nships thereby 
earning a berth into the Provincial Championships held at the University of 

Brit ish Columbia. After three days of good offensive and defensive p lay, they 
f in ished 11th of 16 teams partic ipating. I a lways maintain that to even 

part ic ipate in th is tournament is for a ll teams a rea l cha llenge and an honour. 
This was a terrif ic return of girls h igh school f ie ld hockey for Richmond High 
and for the commun ity of Richmond. 

Fie ld Hockey was back in the Richmond School's Athletic program!. How 
f itting it was to have returned, first, to where it had started, Richmond High 

School! 
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Club f ie ld hockey for girls in Richmond and School f ield hockey for g ir ls in 

Richmond helped the overall development of the game. School f ie ld hockey was a 
Fa ll sport and Club field hockey was a Spring sport. Their graduation points 
coincided. The f inal year of Club hockey for g irls was Under-18. This coincided with 
Grade 12 Graduation. Quite a transitional t ime in their lives! Participation in the 

years ahead wou ld be in the world of adult sport. 

The continued growth of the Richmond Field Hockey Club's jun ior g irls 
development program led, in the Autumn season of 1994, to the return of gi rls 
f ie ld hockey to Hugh Mc Roberts Junior Secondary. It is interesting to note that the 

Hugh McRoberts team of 1976 was coached by Nancy Carey. 

Now, 18 years later, Nancy was involved w ith the coach ing and formation of a 

Grade 8 Girls Field Hockey Team, again, at McRoberts, w ith co-coach, Earl Osipov 
and Sponsorship of Richmond Sports Admin istrator, Bob Jackson. This return of 

the g irls f ield hockey program to McRoberts was significant. It began an 
incredib le run of f ield hockey success and dominance from Mc Roberts for at least 
14 years. 

The team of 1994, p ictu red below, set the bar h igh, right away. The p layers were 
Grade 8s and 9s. The end of season write-up in the 1994-95 school Annua l is 

exciting. 

" ... call it GRASS HOCKEY! It's FIELD HOCKEY! It 's p layed on a FIELD! Speaking of 
f ie lds, cheers could be heard whenever the McRoberts Field Hockey Team took 

the f ield, and boy d id they take it by storm! They were the f irst team formed at 
McRoberts since the 70s and man are they proud! In their f irst season, they t ied 
only one game winn ing the rest. They only had ONE goal scored against them 
during the whole season!!! 

THEY also beat the long re igning champions, Point Grey, to win the Vancouver 
and District Championsh ip!" 

[1994) Hugh McRoberts Junior Secondary Team 
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In 1996 there was a signif icant change in the structu re of Richmond Secondary 

Schools. A ll secondary schools became Senior Secondary Schools with a grade 
composition of Grade 8 to Grade 12. Ms Gayle Guest and Mr. Bob Jackson 

rea lized this and quickly in it iated an Inter-H igh School Girls' Fie ld Hockey 
League. A h igh school league that meant many more g irls who w ished to p lay 

f ie ld hockey t hroughout all of their h igh school years, now would have the 
opportunity to do so. It is to be noted that Ms Guest and Mr. Jackson had in the 
early 1990s worked on the melding and achieving of the acceptance of the 
Richmond High School Girls' Fie ld Hockey Teams into the Vancouver H igh 

School Girls' Fie ld Hockey League's p lay-off system for representation in the 
annua l British Columbia Girls' Field Hockey Provincia l Tournament. Gayle's and 

Bob's effort now provided many more Richmond g irls a wonderfu l opportun ity 
to represent their school in this h istoric H igh School Girls Fie ld Hockey 
Tournament. 

The new grade configuration coinciding w ith the steady growth in the number 
of g irls playing Club f ie ld hockey in Richmond resulted in the growth of the 

n umber of high schools add ing g irls f ie ld hockey to their Autumn inter-h igh 
ath letic p rogram. The period of approximately 1996 through close to the end of 

the f irst decade of the 2000s, p rovided t he commun ity of Richmond w ith a 
league thatsaw up to 9 h igh school teams in Richmond p laying f ie ld hockey. 
Th is was a high light period of t ime for the Flow of f ie ld hockey throughout 

Richmond in terms of partic ipation and opportun ity for a large number of g irls. 

And, Hugh McRoberts Senior High School, from the year of their re- entry into 

the g irls Inter-h igh school Leagues in 1994 through to 2006 dominated league 
play in Richmond and were a signif icant force in g ir ls' f ie ld hockey at t he 

annua l Girls' H igh School 'AAA' Provincia l Championships during these years. 
Twice, 1998 and 2006, McRoberts were 'AAA' Provincia l 
Champions. The pict u re below shows t he 'AAA' Banners of Provincia l 

Championsh ip that these teams won for their school. They, today, proud ly hang 
from the rafters of McRoberts School gymnasium. 

From 1998, when McRoberts won its f i rst Girls' High School 'AAA' Provincial 
Fie ld Hockey Championsh ip, through to 2006 when McRoberts won its 2nd 

Girls' H igh School 'AAA' Provincial Field Hockey Championship the team was 
guided by Mr. Roger Young, Head Coach and teacher of sen ior Eng lish. The 
team's record at these Championships over t his period of time was remarkable! 
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Provincial "AAA" Championship Banners; McRoberts 1998-99 + 2006-07 

The Richmond Field Hockey Clu b's g irls' side benefitted as 
well from the new grade configuration, in that , a ll the g irls in 

t he U-74 - U-78 age g ro u ps, now, were able to p lay for t heir 
High School from Grade 8 th ro ugh Grade 72. The abil ity to 
p lay f ie ld hockey for you r school in t he Autumn then p lay 

again for your Club Team in t he Spri ng, as m entioned earlier, 
was terrif ic at this t ime in their lives 

Throughout t he 7990s and through to 2020, to t he set-back of 

Covid -79 in March, 2020, the g irls side of the Club experienced 
a lot of success in Greater Vancouver League p lay and 
Provincial Clu b Champio nships. The 'AAA' Girls' Hig h School 
Provincial Championships of 7998 and 2006 by Mc Roberts 

Sen ior Secondary were d irectly re lated to the development of 
t he many sk il led, capable club p layers. The Eag les, the Snipes, 

t he Herons, the Wa rb lers and t he Eag lets were sig n if icant 
contributors of t hese very skilled, hard-working p layers w ho 
p layed for these two championsh ip team s. 

The Sn ipes, t hro ug hout the late 7990s and early 2000s during 
t heir many years together were a very strong league team 

and won 4 Provinc ia l Club Cham p ionsh ips. The ir Coaches 
were Harley Roll ins and Lex Hoos and t he Team Manager was 

Judy Hoos. 
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The Eagles, throughout the 1990s, during their 8 years together, d id not lose a 
league game and won 6 Provincia l Club Championsh ips. May 7, 2022, t he 

Richmond Fie ld Hockey Club's team, the Eag les, was inducted into t he City of 
Richmond's Sports Wa ll of Fame in a ceremony conducted by H is Worship 
Mayor Malcolm Brod ie and Richmond's Counc illors at t he Gateway Theatre. 

Their Coaches were Nancy and Lance Carey and the Team Manager was Janet 
Maclean. 

Below, on the left are the Sn ipes and on the right are the Eag les. 

Richmond Field Hockey 
Club: "Snipes" & "Eagles" 
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After 2006, a change began to take p lace that started w ith a decline in the 
number of h igh schoolsparticipating in the Richmond High School League. 

Mark Booth, the Sports Editor for the Richmond News, commun ity paper, and 
a longtime follower of f ie ld hockey in Richmond wrote on November 10, 
2014,"Today, McMath is the only Richmond school still p laying and it's been that 

way for the past four years." Th is means the Richmond, Girls' H igh School Field 
Hockey League had not been active since 2010. The game continued at 
McMath, in it ially, under the d irection of Mar ianne Longmore, then, from about 

2013 on, under the d irection of coaches TJ Sander and Kira Carre. 

The McMath W ildcats, throughout this period, was a highly successful team. 
McMath Coach, TJ Sander, remembered and reflected on the absence of the 
Richmond High School Fie ld Hockey League as he recogn ized its importance 

to the overal l development of the game in Richmond. He also recogn ized that 
McMath was fortunate as their team's Vancouver League games were p layed 
as 'home and away". That certain ly m it igated the demands of travel. 

H istorica lly, Richmond Girls Fie ld Hockey Teams p laying in the Vancouver 
League had to travel to Vancouver for a ll of their games. 

The h igh light for McMath had to have been the season of 2017. That season, the 
W ildcats repeated as Vancouver and District Champions and in November 

hosted the High School Girls' AAA Field Hockey Provincial Championsh ips. 
Hosting th is Championsh ip was a f irst for Richmond High School Girls' Fie ld 
Hockey. TJ Sanders, t ipped h is hat to Tania Webster as a key person in 

organizing this event for McMath and the community of Richmond. I believe 
the Provincial Girls' Fie ld Hockey Championships Organiz ing Committee was 

also saying, "Thank You," for the contribution the Richmond f ie ld hockey 
community as a whole has made to the w ider Brit ish Columbia f ie ld hockey 
community. And how d id the McMath W ildcats perform in this tournament? 

The team p layed inspired hockey for school and community f in ishing an 
outstanding 5th overa ll, up f rom the very impressive 8th p lace f in ish in 2016. 

[2017] McMath - "Wildcats" 
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McMath partic ipated in t he Vancouver League and t he AAA Provincia l 

Tournament for two more seasons before Covid-19 stopped all h igh school 
sport and to this day in 2026 it has not been p layed in Richmond Secondary 

Schools. 

Richmond H igh School Gir ls Fie ld Hockey completed in the school year 2019-20 

at McMath Sen ior Secondary School. Since, approximately, 2010, McMat h had 
been the sole h igh school p laying the game. The Richmond Fie ld Hockey Club 
hockey, over this period of t ime, carried on offering its program to the 

com munity of Richmond. Club documents in the period 2015-16-17 show, that 
for the most part , 9 or 10 t eams com prising rough ly 150 p layers per season 

partic ipated in the j u n ior f ie ld hockey program. Addit ionally, for three years 
prior to 2015, the Club hosted t he Annual U-12 g irls Provincia l Fie ld Hockey 
Fest iva l for t he B rit ish Columbia Fie ld Hockey Association. The Festival was a 

lead-off event for Brit ish Columbia's U-12 season. In 2018, the U-16 Flickers won 
the Tier 2 Girls Provincia l Club Championsh ip and the U-18 Herons won the Tier 
2 Gir ls Provincia l Club Championship. Terr if ic results that demonstrated the 

Club's commitment to the development of the game in Richmond, Brit ish 
Columbia and to f urthering the concept, so simply expressed in the motto 

present ed in 1940 by Li li Fuj isawa, for Richmond H igh School, then and now, 

FAC TUUM OPTIMUM ( DO YOUR BEST). 

March, 2020, Covid-19 struck. A successfu l effort in signing up over 30 U-12 gir ls 
intended t o deepen t he base of t he Richmond Fie ld Hockey Club was 
thwarted. Practice, game p lay, all st opped and the Club has not been able to 

recover. The Ebb of t he Flow has set in and the hope is out there to re-start 
SOM ETHING GOOD. 
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Epilogue 

I wou ld like to turn back to the beginning of this article that I have t it led: "The 
Where, The When, The Ebb, The Flow of the Game of Fie ld Hockey in 

Richmond, B.C., Canada". The photo I d iscovered at the Family Day Celebration 

held at Richmond's Main Library in 2025, brought to the surface, again, t he 
deep gratitude I have for this game. The game that has consistently 

encouraged me to remain involved for most of my life. I have had an amazing 
p laying career, a full family life, a wonderfu l teaching career, a lifetime of 
reading w idely, lots of personal support. Throughout the last 60 p lus years I 

have been provided many, many opportun it ies to g ive back. First, as a very 
committed p layer that completed w ith representation on the Canadian Men's 

Fie ld Hockey Team at the XXI O lympiad in 7976 in Montrea l, Canada. One year 
later, I was g iven the opportunity to g ive back to my community, Richmond, 
B.C. Now, a ha lf-century of coaching, managing, umpiring, administrating, 

bu ild ing, a longside my wife, my partner, Nancy, and many, many supportive 
people who helped to act upon a collective focus of offering and developing 
f ie ld hockey for the men, women, boys, g ir ls in the City of Richmond, have 

passed. Wonderfu l t imes for a ll of us! 

The photo, of the 7946 Richmond High School Girl's Grass Hockey Team, made 
me pause, as did the report w ritten by Lenore Wadd ington in 7939, that I 
included. A pause in the photos case, to ponder, "My goodness! What I do not 

know!" The last eighteen months have been a broad learning experience.The 
rea l "KEY" learn ing has been experiencing the va lue of the Richmond A rchives, 
its Staff and my fellow Friends Of The Richmond Arch ives, FOTRA, members. In 

paragraph 3 at the beg inning of the article, I mentioned specif ic resources. The 
most wonderful, important and inspirationa l resources were the High School 

Annua ls, we now refer to as Yearbooks and John McBryde's, Master's Thesis of 
7986, THE BIPARTITE DEVELOPMENT OF HOCKEY-The Bipartite 
Development of Men's and Women's Fie ld Hockey in Canada in the Context of 

Separate International Hockey Federations. 

The article is not a thorough h istory but it has been an eyeopener for me. My 

hope is, it helps our commun ity rea lize that the game of Fie ld Hockey has been 
a posit ive part of Richmond's School and Community life for a long t ime and it 

is in an Ebb await ing a re-start, a Flow of SOMETH ING GOOD. 

Thank you, 

Lance Carey 
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